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Commissioner for Patents 
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Sir: 

In the Statement Of Reasons For Allowance, the examiner states that the prior art does 
not disclose "a matrix . . . wherein said mineral is immobilized within said matrix composition 
by said cross-linked binder." Applicants agree that immobilization of the mineral by the cross- 
linked binder is achieved in the claimed compositions and compositions recited in the claims, 
and that the prior art does not show this. However, with respect to claims 19-20, 24 and 25, 
immobilization of the mineral is also due in part to the precipitation of mineral onto the 
biopolymer fibers. The prior art does not show mineralized biopolymer fibers bound in a matrix 
by a cross-linked binder. This is a further reason for the patentability of claims 19-20, 24 and 25. 
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Applicant hereby notifies the Patent and Trademark Office that it is no longer desirous of 
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fee is first due after the date on which small entity status is no longer appropriate. 
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